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join me in congratulating the Carbon County 
Commissioners on this great honor and thank 
them for their commitment to strengthening 
our community. 

f 

HONORING CONTRA COSTA 
TELEVISION’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the contributions of Contra 
Costa Television (CCTV) on its 25th anniver-
sary. 

CCTV was established by the Contra Costa 
County Board of Supervisors in 1994 as a 
governmental and educational access cable 
television channel. In addition to airing pro-
gramming twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week on six channels, CCTV also live 
streams on its website and social media to 
reach over 350,000 homes in Contra Costa 
County. CCTV connects, informs, and enter-
tains the community by airing Board of Super-
visor and District meetings, in addition to other 
community meetings, events, public safety in-
formation, local sports, and local program-
ming. 

CCTV’s award-winning programming in-
cludes Veterans’ Voices, which won the West-
ern Alliance Video Excellence award in 2016 
and 2018 and the California State Association 
of Counties 2015 Merit Award. Additionally, 
CCTV has partnered with the Clerk-Recorder- 
Elections Department and local chapters of 
the League of Women Voters to provide the 
Elections Preview programs. This is the only 
locally produced voter education programing 
for broadcast and online streaming. 

CCTV’s slogan, ‘‘Making Television Part of 
the Solution,’’ highlights its dedication to serv-
ing the community by providing public broad-
casting and communicating County services 
for the last 25 years. In an era where local 
journalism is disappearing at an alarming rate, 
CCTV is a welcome presence in the Bay Area 
that shares information and brings the commu-
nity together. 

Please join me in honoring Contra Costa 
Television’s 25th anniversary. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
DAVID SKILLMAN 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, this 
week, friends, colleagues, supporters, and 
family of David Skillman gathered to thank him 
for over a dozen years of outstanding Con-
gressional service, most recently, as my Chief 
Counsel and Deputy Chief of Staff. 

David is the very model of professionalism. 
His hard work and dedication to innovative 
policy making represent the very best of the 
men and women who make Congress func-
tion. 

David came by his service honestly with 
parents who themselves were congressional 
staff early in their careers. David joked that as 

an infant, he was the youngest staff member 
of his fourth district Congressman. 

As he rose through the ranks in our office, 
he was unstinting in his work ethic, his insight, 
and his integrity. Accolades have poured into 
our office from his former colleagues from all 
over America who were touched by his leader-
ship, mentorship, and friendship. 

Together, with his wife Sara Chieffo, a sen-
ior executive at the League of Conservation 
Voters, they were perhaps the Capitol’s pre-
mier ‘‘green power couple.’’ David’s finger-
prints are on dozens of major pieces of legis-
lation both from our office and the Ways and 
Means Committee. For over a decade, his im-
pact has been profound and his legacy has 
made a difference to us all. His innate de-
cency and intellect served as an inspiration to 
me and all of his colleagues. Whatever he 
does in the next phases of his career, we are 
better for his service and I know that his con-
tributions will continue to make America better. 

We thank him for his invaluable contribution 
to our office and to Congress. I am deeply in-
debted for his service and friendship. 

f 

JUVENILE DIABETES RESEARCH 
FOUNDATION ONE WALK 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, on Saturday, I walked in the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation One Walk at 
Segra Park, home of the famous Columbia 
Fireflies, with members of the University of 
South Carolina chapter of the Delta Tau Delta 
fraternity. I am grateful to have been able to 
support such an important cause and walk in 
support of eradicating type 1 diabetes. 

The money raised at the JDRF One Walk in 
Columbia supports life-changing research that 
gives hope to those impacted by type 1 diabe-
tes. It is an autoimmune disease that strikes 
suddenly and is serious and stressful to fami-
lies, challenging families across our district. 

Currently, there is nothing that can be done 
to prevent type 1 diabetes and there is no 
cure. JDRF is a leader in funding diabetes re-
search, motivated by their vision of a world 
without type 1 diabetes. This organization 
works tirelessly to improve the lives of those 
affected by this disease by accelerating life- 
changing breakthroughs to cure, prevent, and 
treat diabetes. 

I appreciate JDRF Palmetto Chapter Devel-
opment Director Beth McCrary for her hard 
work and success in coordinating the JDRF 
Walk in Columbia and for her advocacy for 
ending type 1 diabetes. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, and we 
will never forget September the 11th in the 
Global War on Terrorism. 

CONGRATULATING THE DELA-
WARE & LEHIGH NATIONAL HER-
ITAGE CORRIDOR ON RECEIPT 
OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT PROJECT OF THE YEAR 
AWARD 

HON. DANIEL MEUSER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect that I rise today to congratulate 
the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Cor-
ridor on receiving the Carbon County Cham-
ber and Economic Development Corporation’s 
Economic Development Project of the Year 
Award. 

The Economic Development Project of the 
Year Award highlights an outstanding eco-
nomic development project designed to bring 
jobs and economic growth to Carbon County. 
A nationally recognized transportation route 
traversing railroads, canals, rivers and trails, 
the D&L is a magnificent piece of our commu-
nity. In a shining example of a public and pri-
vate cooperation the D&L National Heritage 
Corridor, Carbon County Commissioners and 
Jim Thorpe Borough constructed the much-an-
ticipated pedestrian bridge in Jim Thorpe 
crossing the Lehigh River. The completion of 
this bridge allows Pennsylvanians of every 
age to step out across this beautiful gorge and 
appreciate the natural beauty of our state. It’s 
just one more reason to visit Jim Thorpe. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth 
Congressional District, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating the Delaware & Le-
high National Heritage Corridor on this great 
honor and thank them for their commitment to 
strengthening our community. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LINDA LAURIA FOR 
HER THIRTY-FOUR YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE 

HON. ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a longtime public serv-
ant and NY–14 constituent, Linda Lauria. 

On November 30, 2019, Linda Lauria, Pub-
lic Affairs Specialist, will retire from the Social 
Security Administration. Linda’s retirement will 
mark the close of a career that spans over 34 
years of service. 

Linda began her career with SSA in August 
1973 as a Claims Development Clerk (GS–2, 
as she often proudly notes) in the East Bronx 
Social Security office. She was subsequently 
promoted to positions in the field including 
Service Representative, and Claims Rep-
resentative before leaving the agency during 
February 1984 as a new mother. 

Linda rejoined SSA during July 1996, as a 
Service Representative in the Jamaica Tele-
service Center, and was promoted to Benefit 
Authorizer at the Northeastern Program Serv-
ice Center during January 1998. She returned 
to the East Bronx Social Security office as a 
Claims Representative during September 
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1998, and joined the Regional Public Affairs 
Office during November 2005, serving as pri-
mary liaison between SSA and the offices of 
federal, state, and local elected officials. Since 
that time, Linda has been instrumental in the 
timely resolution of several thousand con-
stituent inquiries, eliminating barriers between 
our most vulnerable beneficiaries and their es-
sential cash benefits. She was promoted to 
Public Affairs Specialist during 2015, the posi-
tion from which she will retire. 

Linda’s outstanding contributions to the 
Agency have been recognized with several 
awards including Deputy Commissioner’s Cita-
tions, and the New York Regional Manage-
ment Society’s Regional Office Employee of 
the Year. 

Throughout Linda’s career, she has brought 
intelligence, technical savvy, practical knowl-
edge, and a strong commitment to excellence 
to every assignment. 

Madam Speaker, I ask our colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Ms. Linda Lauria and 
her dedication to public service and her com-
munity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICKEY GANITCH 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize Mickey Ganitch, 
World War II (WWII) Navy veteran and sur-
vivor of the attack on Pearl Harbor, who cele-
brated his 100th birthday on November 18, 
2019. 

Mr. Ganitch proudly refers to his younger 
self as, ‘‘just a country boy from Ohio.’’ He 
was born into a large family and had 13 broth-
ers and sisters. As a young man, Mr. 
Ganitch’s curiosity resulted in a close following 
of world events and he began to see the dete-
rioration of the situations in Europe and Asia. 
His concern about the human condition drove 
him to join the Navy in January 1941, less 
than 11 months before the Pearl Harbor at-
tack. 

When December 6, 1941 arrived, Mr. 
Ganitch was going about his business on the 
USS Pennsylvania in a football jersey. He was 
on the ship’s team and was supposed to play 
a game against those serving on the USS Ari-
zona that day. Shortly before a practice, the 
ship’s phone rang, alerting the crew of an in-
coming attack. With rounds bombarding the 
ship and its crew, Mr. Ganitch climbed the 
main mast to the crow’s nest. From there he 
was able to alert the gunners below of further 
incoming enemies, allowing them to bring 
them down and saving the lives of those on 
the decks beneath him. 

While his experience in Pearl Harbor was 
certainly a defining moment in his life, Mr. 
Ganitch continued to serve throughout WWII 
and the Korean War. He was later assigned to 
a recruitment post in Oakland, California, right 
back where his military career began, before 
retiring as a Senior Chief Quartermaster on 
October 10, 1963. 

Mr. Ganitch is a fixture in our community. 
He is immediately recognizable by his vivid 
and extensive wardrobe of Hawaiian shirts 
and larger-than-life smile. He was also known 
for how well he ‘‘cut a rug’’ during the musical 

numbers at every Veterans Day event. Even 
today, Mr. Ganitch devotes his time to volun-
teering with veterans’ organizations in the Bay 
Area and educating school children about the 
war in an effort to never let the events at Pearl 
Harbor be forgotten. 

I thank Mr. Ganitch for his selfless service 
to our country. I hope to continue learning 
from his example of a century-long life well- 
lived. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF PROFESSOR KASTURI 
RANGAN 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, today I rise to acknowledge the achieve-
ments of Professor Kasturi Rangan of the Har-
vard Business School on Thursday, November 
21, 2019. 

Professor Rangan began his education by 
receiving a Bachelor of Technology degree 
from the Indian Institute of Technology Madras 
in 1971, and an MBA from the Indian Institute 
of Management Ahmedabad in 1973. He then 
held a number of marketing positions for large 
corporations in India before receiving a Ph.D. 
in marketing from Northwestern in 1983. 

After receiving his Ph.D. Professor Rangan 
joined the faculty of the Harvard Business 
School in 1983 as a marketing professor. He 
served as the chair of the Marketing Depart-
ment from 1998–2002 and is currently the 
chairman of the Harvard Social Enterprise Ini-
tiative. He has taught first-year core classes, 
second-year electives, and in the upper level 
Advanced Management Program for senior 
managers. Professor Rangan has also re-
ceived multiple academic awards over the 
course of his career, including the 2002 Edi-
tors’ Prize for the Best Scholarly Paper and 
the 2014 Case Centre Award in Economics, 
Politics and Business Environment. 

Along with his extensive teaching creden-
tials, Professor Rangan has co-authored ten 
books and dozens of scholarly articles pub-
lished in academic journals. One of his recent 
case studies titled ‘‘Performance Marketing in 
the Digital Age’’ looks at Gupta Media, a 
group started by Gogi Gupta who is a close 
friend of Professor Rangan and from Western 
New York. His active interest in the continual 
improvement of marketing and management 
strategies makes Professor Rangan an invalu-
able asset to the business community, and an 
individual whose impact is felt in many com-
munities including my own. 

Professor Rangan has actively researched 
the role of marketing in nonprofit organiza-
tions, and often focuses on how this marketing 
impacts adoption of social products and ideas. 
His goal is to develop models of successful 
businesses that bring value to the lowest in-
come earners in our modern economy. Spe-
cifically, he is attempting to address the needs 
and wants of the 4.2 billion individuals world-
wide who live on less than $5 a day. This re-
search should be commended for its value in 
uplifting the most vulnerable members of our 
society. 

Madam Speaker, I take this time to recog-
nize the achievements and contributions of 

Professor Kasturi Rangan. We extend our best 
wishes as he continues to lead the business 
community in marketing research and devel-
oping solutions for economically disadvan-
taged individuals. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DORRIE 
MERLUZZI ON RECEIPT OF THE 
AMBASSADORS AWARD 

HON. DANIEL MEUSER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect that I rise today to congratulate 
Dorrie Merluzzi of Palmerton on receiving the 
Carbon County Chamber and Economic De-
velopment Corporation’s (CCEDC) Ambas-
sadors Award. 

The Ambassadors Award recognizes an out-
standing individual dedicated to supporting the 
local chamber through organizing and attend-
ing events, assisting staff, and serving as the 
backbone of the organization. Ambassadors 
selflessly give their time and talents to em-
body the Chamber’s tireless spirit and cultivate 
a stronger community. Dorinda Merluzzi dem-
onstrates all these qualities in her service to 
the Chamber and to our community. Always 
willing to lend a helping hand with a cheerful 
and calming presence, her leadership, direc-
tion, and motivation has set a tremendous ex-
ample for other Ambassadors. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth 
Congressional District, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Dorrie Merluzzi on 
this great honor and thank her for their com-
mitment to strengthening our community. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF PETE 
SZYMANSKI 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2019 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise today to extend my 
deepest sympathies to the family of Pete 
Szymanski who we lost unexpectedly earlier 
this year. Pete was an extraordinary soul 
whose kind heart and generosity touched the 
lives of many. 

Pete was a dedicated member of our mili-
tary having served as a member of the Re-
serve Officer Training Corps and served on 
active duty at the Detroit Arsenal in Michigan 
as well as the Army Reserve. Following his 
active duty service, Pete began a 33-year ci-
vilian career with the Army at the Detroit Arse-
nal before moving to the Stratford Army En-
gine Plant (SAEP) where he served for 22 
years, retiring just this past February. It was 
through the SAEP that I had the opportunity to 
meet Pete. He was Army Installation Manger 
and, though the property was closed many 
years ago through a Base Realignment and 
Closure process, Pete remained at the site, 
hoping to see the property transferred for re-
development before his retirement. Unfortu-
nately, we are still working towards that goal. 
I would be remiss if I did not extend a special 
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